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Qatar Secondary School Certificate

English

Practice Test (Advanced Standards)

The Practice Test for English has
Three sections: Listening,
Reading and Writing.

The Listening section has
Multiple choice questions. You
will listen to a passage, or a
question, and then mark the
correct answer.

The Reading section has multiple
choice questions and questions
that require you to write a short
written response.

The Writing section contains a
short writing exercise on one
topic and a longer writing
exercise, where you select one of
two topics to write about.

You may use these practice
questions to prepare for the
Secondary School Certificate Test
in English.
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Section 1—Listening

Directions: In this part of the test, you will hear a dialogue and then answer
some questions based on what you heard. First you have two
minutes to read through the questions quickly so that you are
Familiar with them.

Now listen to the dialogue. You will hear it twice.

1. What does Mr. Goodall do after having his breakfast?

A. looks for chimps
B. feeds the chimps
C. watches the chimps

D. writes about chimps

2. How does Mr. Goodall feel about finding chimps?

A. lovely but dangerous
B. tiring but interesting
C. difficult but magical

D. typical but amusing
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3. When does not Mr. Goodall care for his lunch?

A. when it gets dark
B. when he is with his family
C. when he is out in the jungle

D. when he watches the young chimps play

4. What helps Mr. Goodall get rid of his tiredness?

A. When he cooks something to eat
B. the magical view of the jungle
C. the clear fresh water of the lake

D. his memories about the UK.

5. Why does Mr. Goodall think itis good to have his breakfast late in UK?

A. to get enough sleep
B. to get enough time to finish his work
C. to spend some time with his children

D. to go for a walk with his dog
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Directions: In this section, you will listen to part of a lecture. You will
hear the lecture twice. Choose the best response.

6- According to the speaker, what is the main purpose of the audio?

a) To discuss the reasons behind sleeping
b) To discuss interesting stories about sleep

c) To discuss especial cases of sleeplessness

7- Based on the lecture, how do we feel when we need to sleep?

a) We can’t concentrate easily
b) Our bodies begin to be tired

c) We have trouble with our eyes

8- How far could scientists reach a conclusion to the reasons of sleep?

a) They reached clear cut results
b) They found similarities between humans and insects

c) They found difficulty judging
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9- From the lecturer’s point of view, what happens to the brain during
sleep?

a) The brain performs mental and physical tasks.
b) The brain stops working.

c) The brain learns new information.

10- How does the speaker try to convince students with the necessity of
sleep?

a) He urged students to improve their skills.
b) He talked about experiments and a university study.

c) He advised students to be interested in their studies.

11- What are the most affected areas by the lack of sleep?

a) Emotional, physical and psychological areas
b) Nervous, physical and psychological areas

c) Thinking, physical and psychological areas
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Section 2—Reading

Directions: For qguestions 12 through 15, select the correct word to
fill in the blank.

In the past, robots 12 found only in science fiction movies and

books. Today, they have become science fact 13 technology has

turned them into a possible means of increasing productivity. The robot industries

14 still be in their early life, but their 15 IS no

longer being ridiculed as an impossibility.

12 A- are B - were C- have D - was

13 A- although B- because C- therefore D- if

14 A- shall B- have C- ought D- may

15 A- produce B- products C- production D- productive
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Directions: Read the letter.
Answer questions 16 through 18.

Recently, Mariam has read an article in the Gulf Times Newspaper that is
entitled “How to keep fit and look young”. After reading it she felt
negatively about the use of synthetic creams and dyes. Therefore, she

wrote a letter about it to the newspaper editor.
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Po Box- 2355,
Doha.
25th of May, 2010.
P.O Box - 111
Gulf Times Newspaper,
C Ring Road,
Doha.

Dear Sir,

Through your newspaper, | would like to comment on the article “How to keep
fit and look young” published on 24th of May 2010. After | had read that article, | realized
the importance of spotting the lights on this crucial issue of using synthetic or artificial
creams and dyes to look younger. Despite the fact that these creams and dyes have
dangerous ingredients which have dramatic side-effects on the skin of the users, many
people insist on using them. For example, dyes have a tendency to create dark skin spots
and synthetic or artificial cream might leave scars on the face with the passage of time.

It is my aim in this letter to recommend other alternatives to your newspaper
readers. There are numerous ways to maintain one’s ideal figure and to look younger. The
best ways are regularity of exercises such as yoga, which gives people the opportunity to
meditate. Some other options are eating proper food and following discipline in life. Some
researches proved that if a person does yoga regularly and restricts his / her own diet. this
person can maintain his/ her health and look pretty young.

What | wanted to say is that our literature is replete with an unlimited number of
alternatives showing how one can look young apart from one’s age. People in the past
looked younger and all that was due to their strict control over unhealthy habits and diets.
They never knew about the present- day dyes and synthetic creams.

Yours faithfully,

Mariam
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16 - The underlined connector in paragraph one “despite” means

A. although

B. as a consequence

C. additionally

D. in other words

17 What does the author want to say in the second paragraph?

A. mentions opinions.

B. states facts.

C. suggests solutions.

D. tells personal experiences
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18 Read this sentence.

Our literature is replete with an unlimited number of alternatives showing

how one can look young apart from one’s age.

Replete means about the same thing as

A. popular

B. full up

C. lined

D. served
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Directions: Read the article.

Answer questions 19 through 21.

Should children start learning a foreign language early?

1. Some people argue that learning a foreign language at an early age is
unnecessary and it may give the young children too much burden. However, they
may neglect that learning a foreign language early can be an enjoyable experience
for children and it is necessary to catch up with the worldwide trend. In my opinion,
learning a foreign language such as English at an early age has so many
advantages. First, children have a very passionate interest to study. Second, they
have greater abilities to recognize a foreign language and finally, mastering a
foreign language requires a long time.

2. First, it is a fact that a child has a very passionate interest to study. We all
have noticed that children always ask about something with full interest. They
always try to understand things around them and would be eager to seek answers
for their questions. On the contrary, when a child grows up, he or she will gradually
lose interest in new things. As the saying of Dr. Haim G. Ginott goes “Children are
like wet cement. Whatever falls on them makes an impression.”

3. Second, compared with adults, children have greater abilities to study a
foreign language. Many studies indicate that a child can study a language easier
and quicker. Meanwhile he or she has a good memory to remember new words,
and can even distinguish the subtle difference between two words that sound
similar. This is pretty clear in my case as | think that my good command of English
language is due to starting the task since | was five years old.
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4, Finally, studying a language is not an easy task as it needs a long time and
continuous effort. Language is not only a tool, but also part of a culture. If we want
to be proficient with a language, we must spend a lot of time studying it. This means
that we need to start as early as possible to learn a foreign language.

5. In a word, learning a foreign language such as English at an early age has so
many advantages. | can safely say that the earlier you start learning a foreign
language the better results you can get. Hence, you should start teaching your kids
as early as possible to make the matter easier for them.

19. Where, in this essay, does the writer restate his thesis? (7.4)

A. Paragraph 1
B. Paragraph 2
C. Paragraph 3

D. Paragraph 5
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20. In which paragraph does the author use the personal experience to
enhance his point of view? (7.6)

A. Paragraph 1
B. Paragraph 2
C. Paragraph 3

D. Paragraph 4

21- What techniques does the writer use in this essay to convince the
readers? (7.6)
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Directions: Read this Newsletter

Answer questions 22 through 25

22" World School Debating Championship 2010 in Doha

Mini — WSDC

1. The Mini-WSDC
was a great success
as a test event! Qatar
Debate was able to
further its mission to
foster a culture of
tomorrow. Students
and teachers from the
UAE, Oman, Uganda,
Sudan, Chile, USA,
New Zealand,
Lebanon, China, and
Bosnia had four days
of intensive training
followed by a two day
debate tournament.
As part of Qatar
Debate’s bid

to host WSDC 2010, Qatar
Debate undertook to help
ten new countries join this
year. November’s events
are one of the many ways
to provide encouragement
and training to these new
participants. Now, they
have a solid understanding
of the World Schools
debate format and can
better prepare for
February’s competition.
Previously attending
countries were invited to
build friendship across
borders and oceans.

2. Four local schools
hosted five days of events
making visitors feel
welcome and offering a
taste of Qatari culture.

-y

3. Competition was fierce
but Chile took the first
place in the closing
ceremony over New-
Zealand. The final round
was judged by
adjudicators from nine
different countries.
Transportation and meals
were excellent and the
hotel was beautiful. WSDC
2010 will run smoothly,
with lots to eat, so let the
debates begin!

22- Who is the intended audience for this newsletter? (6.9)
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A. Qatari students
B. Gulf Countries students
C. Chilean and New Zealand students

D. Students who are interested in joining Qatar Debate

23- Read this sentence from paragraph 3.

| WSDC 2010 will run smoothly, with lots to eat, so let the debates begin!

Which word would best replace “ so ” in the sentence? (6.4)

A. very
B. also
C. therefore

D. because

24- Which of the following sentences is considered a fact? (6.9)
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A. The Mini — WSDC is considered a great success.
B. Chile took the first place in the closing ceremony over New Zealand.
C. November events provide encouragement to new participants.

D. Transportation and meals were excellent and the hotel was beautiful.

25- To what extent was the writer successful in using the formal language?
Support you answer with at least two examples from the newsletter. (6.3)

Features of formal language Examples from the text

Directions: Read this text.

Answer questions 26 through 31
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1 Last year, Bob, the owner of a rice store came to Ooka's court
complaining that each night some of his rice disappeared. "It is such a small
amount, your Honor, that | hesitate to trouble you over it," he said. But | am
reminded of the story of the mountain that was reduced to a plain because a single
grain was stolen from it each day for centuries." Ooka nodded gravely. "It is just as
dishonest to steal one grain of rice as it is to steal a large sack," he remarked. "I will

guard over your store tonight to see if | can catch the mysterious thief myself."

2 As he had promised, Ooka sat inside and guarded Bob's store that evening.
A little past midnight, he heard a slight noise outside. He sprang to his feet and ran
to the window. To his surprise, Ooka discovered Gonta, a worker who had been out
of work for some time, wandering outside the building. Though Ooka recognized the
thief, Gonta did not recognize the judge through the window in the dark. Ooka
hesitated to arrest the man. After all, he had no proof that Gonta had actually come
to steal the rice. Instead, he decided to pose as a thief himself to trap Gonta in the
act of committing his crime. Speaking in a disguised tone of voice, Ooka said, "You
have obviously come here to steal rice just as | have." Gonta was relieved to find

himself face to face with another thief instead of a guard.
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"As a favour from one thief to another," Ooka continued, "l will pass the rice out to
you, so that you will not need to risk coming into the store yourself." Gonta thanked
him for his courtesy, and Ooka picked up a large sack of rice and handed it out to

him.

3 "This is too much," Gonta protested. "I want only a few handfuls, just enough to
feed my family for a single day, for each day | hope | will find work and not have to
steal anymore. If | do find work, | intend to return what | have taken." Then he took
out the amount of rice he needed and handed the sack back to the astonished
judge. Thanking Ooka once more for his courtesy, Gonta disappeared into the
darkness. The judge did not try to stop him. The next day, the judge told the
shopkeeper what had happened. "But why did you let the thief go?" Bob

demanded. "Gonta is certainly a thief," he added.
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26- In paragraph one, what does the underlined pronoun” it” refers to? (6.4)

A. The rice disappearance
B. The small amount of rice
C. Bob’s hesitation

D. Bob’s complaint

27 - Read the following sentence.

"This is too much,"” Gonta protested. | want only a few handfuls, just enough to
feed my family for a single day, for each day I hope I will find work and not have to

steal anymore.

What is the antonym of the underlined word? (6.9)

A. rejected
B. refused
C. disagree

D. approved
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28 - What event made the climax of the story? (7.2)

A.When Gonta complained to the judge.
B.When the Bob discovered the real thief.
C. When the judge pretended to be a thief.

D. When Oaka spoke in a disgusting tone of voice.

29 - Wickedness and virtue could exist in one person. Explain, supporting
your answer from the text. (7.3)
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30- In about seven lines, write a suitable end to the story? (7.2)
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31 - Complete the outline below by filling in the blanks.

Setting:

Comment on Gonta‘s:
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Section 3—Writing

32- Write an email to the manager of HP Agency, complaining
About the computer set that you have recently received.
State the nature of the problem (s) and the assistance or

response that you expect from them.

Your email address: Hammad55@gmail.com

Company email address: HPInc.@gmail.com

Write the subject in the subject bar

Your paper will be scored on basis of:

» being concise and to the point with sentences containing a maximum
of 20-25 words.

 using accurate spelling, and appropriate grammar and punctuation.
 using templates for frequently used responses.

* using proper structure and layout with short paragraphs and blank
lines between each paragraph.

 reading the email before sending it.
* using active instead of passive voice.
» keeping language gender neutral.
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mailto:HPInc.@gmail.com

Write your e-mail here

o |

To: [ ]

Subject: [ ]
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Directions: 33- Choose ONE of the topics below to write about.

You will be scored on:

* how well you develop your ideas
* how well you organize your ideas
* your grammar, spelling, and punctuation
30
Topic 1:
Situation
Some people believe that homework is important to improve the
level of students, whereas others believe that it is not that important.

Task

Write a persuasive essay in which you present your opinion on this
issue. Support your opinion with convincing reasons, examples, and
details.

Topic 2:

Situation

Some people believe that a mother should not work. Others argue
against this.

Task

Write an argumentative essay considering both sides of the issue.
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